COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL     DRAFT
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE INN COLWINSTON ON TUESDAY APRIL 14TH 2015 AT 7.30PM

1. ATTENDANCE

Councillors:
G. Bates                    Chairman  
E. Lewis                     Vice Chairman
W.Bellin

Mrs J Horton

B.Kennard
Mrs H Maclehose
Mrs. C. Roach
County Councillor R Thomas

Clerk: In the absence of Jo Howells, Councillor Lewis took the Minutes of the meeting

    members of the public were present. 
2. APOLOGIES: Apologies were received from  
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  
· See Item 6 on Planning Matters
· HAS CR BROUGHT BACK THE DECLARATION OF INTEREST FORM GIVEN TO HER AT THE LAST MEETING RE HER MEMBERSHIP OF UKIP?
4. MINUTES OF THE  PREVIOUS MEETING
· The minutes of the meeting, which took place on Tuesday 10th March 2015 had been previously circulated by the Clerk and were accepted unanimously as a true and accurate record. It was proposed by Councillor Roach and seconded by Councillor Maclehose that they be accepted. The Minutes were then signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairman and the Clerk. These will be placed on the website in due course. A hard copy will be available if requested. 
5. MATTERS ARISING
· Defibrillator: The new defibrillator has now been installed on the outside of the Sycamore Tree (HAS IT??). The Clerk had contacted Marc Allen on a couple of occasions about arranging training sessions for residents  but has not so far had a definite response to establish dates when that could be done.
· Untaxed Vehicles: HAVE THERE BEEN ANY DEVELOPMENTS WITH THIS- I HAVEN’T HEARD FROM ELISA FAULKNER’S DEPT RECENTLY
· Post Office Services: The Clerk is awaiting a reply from the Post Office Customer Services about this matter
· Footpath: There have been no further developments since officers from the Vale were seen in the field to the rear of Hen Cartref.  Cllr Lewis will pursue this matter and update members at the next meeting. HAS ED HEARD ANYTHING RE THIS??
· Retention of Records: One of the members of the public attending the meeting said that he had some old records that had been removed from the Village Hall during a clear out some time ago and thinks some of them might be old Parish Council records. The Clerk will contact him to arrange to have a look at the documents. I HAVEN’T DONE ANYTHING ABOUT THIS SO FAR – I HAVEN’T GOT THE EMAIL ADDRESS TO CONTACT THE PERSON WHO HAS THE OLD RECORDS – COULD SOMEONE ASK HIM TO CONTACT JO?
· Council Merger: Following discussions about the possible amalgamation of areas – such as The Vale with either Bridgend or Cardiff- Councillor Lewis drafted a letter and sent to councillors for consultation prior to sending.  This letter was send to the Local Government Democracy and Boundary Commission to ask if they have any plans to review the numbers of electors for each community and/or County Councillor. Cllr Lewis to update members at next meeting.   I DON’T KNOW IF THIS LETTER ACTUALLY WENT – I DIDN’T SEND IT.
· Retention of Records: the Clerk had received an email from the National Library of Wales re the UK Web Archive, which will maintain records from, amongst others, Community Councils. If the Council is happy to do this, a copyright licence form needs to be completed. The records of the Village website have already been archived through this scheme and it was agreed that the Community Council should also do this. The Clerk will complete the form and return it to the National Library. I AM STRUGGLING TO FIND THE ACTUAL FORM SO I WILL CONTACT THE NLW AND ASK FOR ANOTHER COPY- SORRY!
· The Clerk had examined in detail the email from One Voice Wales which drew attention to changes in Chapters 8 and 13 of the Governance and Accountability for local Councils in Wales- A practitioner’s guide, as amended in December 2014. Chapter 8 focuses on the requirement for Internal Audit processes to be carried out regularly. The Clerk will discuss this with Paul Griffiths in due course. Chapter 13 concerns the budget setting process and the Clerk will follow the guidelines as set out in the next round of budget setting and in the reporting of expenditure in the 2015/16 financial year. AS I’M DOING THE ANNUAL RETURN, I’LL MENTION THIS TO PAUL WHEN I HAND OVER THE PAPERS
Casual Vacancy:
·  There was no call for an Election to fill this vacancy, either to the Community Council or to The Vale of Glamorgan Council, so Democratic Services have said that we can process to fill the vacancy by co-option. This can be done in May when Councillor Horton formally leaves the Council.
Reshaping Services Agenda:
· Since the last meeting, the Clerk had heard nothing further from the Vale about these proposals

6. PLANNING MATTERS:
Land at the rear of St David’s School: 
· All Councillors present at the meeting (EXCEPT COUNCILLORS BELLIN AND KENNARD IF PRESENT) have dispensations to both speak and vote on this matter – see Minute 3 
Following the Extraordinary Meeting on February 24th, the Chairman reported that he has, on behalf of the Council, applied for a Judicial Review of the Planning Committee’s decision. A decision as to whether to allow a Judicial Review to take place is now awaited. If this is not allowed, then that is the end of the matter but if the request is deemed to have merit, it will state which of the counts put forward will be considered and judged upon. In anticipation of a positive decision, it is necessary to have a legal team ready to proceed and a realistic estimate of the likely costs. It may be that someone might be prepared to take it on a pro bono basis but it needs to be recognised that if the Case  goes forward and is then lost, the Community Council would probably not be able to pay the defendant’s costs. The Chairman then outlined the process for applying for a Protective Costs Order which would in effect cap the costs if the case were eventually lost. It was agreed unanimously that he should submit a request for a Protected Costs Order. 
Other complaints by residents have been made to the Ombudsman and the Auditor General but the outcome of those is not yet known.

The Course of action is therefore as follows:

To investigate the likely costs very carefully

To make an application for a Protected Costs Order – there is a limited cost for that.

Fund raising efforts- a Village Meeting should be called to up-date residents about recent events and to gauge likely financial contributions towards the costs. If support is not forthcoming in any meaningful practical way, then the action should be discontinued.
The Chairman asked for authorisation to carry out this course of action. It was proposed by Councillor Roach and seconded by Councillor Horton that this be authorised and it was unanimously agreed
The Clerk will check with the village hall for a date for the meeting and then prepare a note about it to be circulated in the village as soon as possible.

The Clerk reported that she had been contacted by Mr R Price, Senior Legal Officer at The Vale, following receipt of the Notice of Judicial Review. He had asked a number of questions and had requested copies of the Minutes from the December, January and February Meetings. December and January are now available on the website but the Clerk had pointed out that the February ones would not be approved until the meeting tonight.
A response from Dwr Cymru had been received and circulated to the Chairman and Vice Chairman. It says that the planning conditions attached to the permission will both safeguard and improve drainage/sewerage services in the village. The Chairman has responded and mentioned again the sewage discharges in November.
    Other Applications:  
None
Local Development Plan:
There has been no further action re this since last month
7. WORLD WAR ONE COMMEMORATIONS
The Chairman has contacted the stonemason about the work needed to finish off the site as discussed last month and is awaiting a response and an estimate of the costs.
Councillor Roach reminded the meeting that the work done by Councillor Bellin needs to be framed and displayed. The Chairman will ask the Village Hall Committee if it can go in the Committee Room on permanent display.
8. CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk reported that she had received the following correspondence:
· A letter of resignation from Councillor Horton, which will take effect at the Annual General Meeting in May.
· Details of various posts on Public Bodies which had been circulated to Councillors

· Details of various training courses run by OVW taking place over the autumn.
· Copy of the South Wales Police and crime Plan Consultation 2015
· Copy of Welsh Government Consultation document on Tax Devolution in Wales

· Enquiry from someone providing grass cutting services

· Invitation to a Welsh stakeholder event on the Maritime Strategy Framework Directive

· Copy of draft National Training Strategy for Councillors and employees

· Written statement issued by the Minister for Public Services regarding the White paper ‘Reforming Local Government: Power to the people’

· Details of the launch of the new OVW website

· Email from The Carnegie Trust re a campaign to find lost playing fields

· Copy of the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Annual report

· Invitation to a Women in Public Life Lecture on March 19th 2015

· Minutes of the last meeting of Cardiff and Vale Stakeholder Reference Group on February 10th
· Details of a Consultation Document from the Minister for Finance on proposals for a landfill disposals tax

· Information re a Shaping our Future Wellbeing event on March 13th
· Contact details for Chief Inspector Mark Hobrough of South Wales Police

· Details of Wales in Bloom launch events in Llandudno and Haverfordwest

· Natural Resource Wales Management E-Bulletin

· Call for evidence/submissions to the Wales Health and Social care Committee re principles of regulation and Inspection of Social care (Wales) Bill

· Information on Services provided by Resource Efficient Wales. This was copied for inclusion on the village website.

· Offer of an on line Planning Seminar

· Copy of Charter Documents for Bridgend County Borough circulated by One Voice Wales.
9. Finance Report:
Balances of the Council’s accounts as at February 28th 2015 were:
Current Account: £ 1477.91credit. 
Deposit Account: £ 3185.17 credit.  
Invoices for Payment: 
· £400 to British Heart Foundation for the Defibrillator

· £ 17.50 to One Voice Wales for attendance at a training course     
· £1200.00  to  M.Coombes Davies  re legal opinion on Judicial review application
· £140.00 to G Bates for expenses incurred –cost of Judicial Review Notice £140.00
It was proposed by Councillor Maclehose and seconded by Councillor Horton that these payments be ratified and this was approved unanimously

In view of the legal costs incurred, it was agreed that the sum of £1500 should be transferred from the Deposit account to the Current account

10. TRAINING COURSES
Cllr Roach attended the Planning Training which took place in Wenvoe on 26th February 2015 and also attended a OVW training session of The Council Meeting in Bridgend. She had forwarded the Clerk a copy of notes from that meeting, as below:
The Council Meeting” Training – Module 5 

 17th Feb 2015 


Key Points

· Calling Meetings 

·  Responsibility of the clerk to call a meeting.

· Councillors should attend each meeting ( minimum 1/6months)

· Agenda to be send 3 working days prior to meeting (displayed on website only is lawful – therefore no need to display on notice board

· Extra ordinary meeting are to be called by the chair – to deal with special circumstances, however same rules/standing orders apply

· AGM – main items to be discussed – election of chair, vice chair, review policies and appoint an auditor.

· Standard Orders 

· The rules/guidelines for conducting meetings that helps the council to operate smoothly. To conduct a meeting a 1/3 of the Quorum needs to be present ( or minimum of 3)

· The clerk can be delegated to sign cheques – say up to £200.  This rule to be added to the standing order/guidelines/rules.

· How meetings are conducted

· No decisions can be made unless on the Agenda – this includes AOB

· Chair to clarify, sum up and allow debate

· Proposals or motions are voted on

· Public and press have the right to attend meetings, except where sensitive issues are raised. – this is down to the chair

· Making decisions and passing resolutions

· Minutes to be kept indefinitely – Glamorgan archives

· Minutes to be signed – draft up to this point

· AOB should not be used on Agenda.  AOB can only be used to highlight points to be raised during the next meeting.  If motions/decisions are made under AOB they are not lawfully binding and have not been highlighted to the public when agenda was displaced.

· Chair to address any points of order (length of time to speak etc)

· Procedural motions can be changed (Agenda list)

· Amending a motion – giving money to charity

· Aspects of being a chair

· Confirm the agenda set by the Clerk

· Allow all members to speak, and ensure productivity of meetings

· Invite decision/debates

· Finalise vote

· Remind councillors of dignity and respect

· A final decision to be made by the chair in relation to extraordinary meetings

· Lawful decisions

· The casting vote

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· Resignation of Clerk: the Clerk said that she had received one enquiry about the Clerk’s post and had forwarded information and a job description. The Chairman had also spoken to someone who is currently a Clerk for a couple of other Community Council and is interested in adding to her portfolio.

· A member of the public attending the meeting asked the Community Council to review Minutes from a meeting which took place on March 10th 2009. He pointed out that the Community Council has a duty of care to protect persons raising matters that might lead to their identities being revealed, thus potentially endangering them or their families. Until recently, anyone wanting to inspect the Minutes of the Community Council had to make an appointment with the Clerk to access a hard copy of the Minutes but these are now easily available in electronic form on the Council’s website, including Minutes going back to 2009 and beyond and are also revealed by a Google search. He asked that his name be removed from the Minutes of the meeting held on March 10th 2009 to protect himself and his family. He has taken legal advice on this matter and will provide a copy of this for future reference. It was proposed by Councillor Roach and seconded by Councillor Horton that his name should be struck from the records as requested. The Clerk and Councillor Lewis will amend the records accordingly- both the digital and hard copy ones.
· The Chairman read out a letter of thanks from the PCC thanking the Community Council for the Christmas Tree.
11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

· The next meeting of the Community Council will take place on Tuesday 14th  April 2015 at 19.30pm in the Sycamore Tree. 
SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CHAIRMAN, COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DATE…………………………………………………………………….

SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CLERK, COLWINSTON COMMUNTY COUNCIL

 DATE……………………………………………………………………
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